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“Where We Take Our Guns” 

By: Karishma Chouhan and Staff Editor

 Miss Calcagno (Miss C to 
students) is known at Montville High for 
being a student teacher in Mrs. Laurencot’s 
and Mrs. Brooks’s classes. What no one 
knew when she arrived here is that she is 
a poet. Calcagno recently self published 
a book of poetry called, “Where We Take 
Our Guns.” In it are poems of war, race, 
class and violence from a personal level. 
Calcagno grew up in Chicago, a city of 
inspiration for this book.
 Calcagno started writing at the 
age of 14 and has since then aspired to be 
a poet. “I remember picking up a pen in 
my freshman English class during a poetry 
unit and realizing this is what I want to do 
for the rest of my life.”
 She started realizing her dream 
by starting to write “Where We Take 
Our Guns” at the early age of 18 and 
published it on September 13th of this 
year.  The book was published through 
her college, Connecticut College. “I’m 
still trying to figure how to put it online,” 
she says.  Calcagno wanted to publish her 

poetry book not for fame, though. “It’s 
more personal. I’ve been putting it off and 
now it’s finally published,” she says. By 
creating a collection of poetry, it shows 
how serious Calcagno is about getting her 
work published through a firm. The book 
includes over twenty poems. Calcagno is 
always involved with poetry, seizing any 
opportunity to read her poetry at various 
venues such as coffee shops.
 As a kid, she would read as a way 
to perfect her writing and to escape into a 
new world. To her, reading can teach more 
than just facts. A poet she is inspired by 
is Yusef Komunyakaa, a fascinating and 
risky writer who won the 1994 Pulitzer 
Prize for Poetry. Some examples of his 
poems are “Ode to the Raccoon” and 
“Facing It.” Nina Simone, sensational 
singer and songwriter of over 40 albums, 
also serves as an inspiration to Calcagno.
 Calcagno says the best thing to do 
is write about what you fear. “There are 
no rules when it comes to creativity.” 

Miss Calcagno is a poet and student teacher.        photo by: Alex Winakor

Turn it in, Or Turn it off?
By: Caitlin Marsh
 There is a new learning tool being 
used in MHS classrooms that has students 
and teachers alike talking. This tool is 
turnitin.com, a website used by teachers 
to grade and comment on essays, safely 
save all essays online and prevent gross 
and intentional plagiarism.
 Turnitin.com comes with many 
perks, including spell check, percentage 
of originality, and an electronic portfolio. 
According to English teacher Ms. 
Walsh, “Turnitin is very helpful as far as 
organizing goes, but I feel we teachers 
need some more time to adjust to all of its 
capabilities. All in all, I really do like it.”  
Similar to Ms. Walsh, there seem to be no 
solid complaints regarding the website. In 
fact, most teachers are steadily converting 
to submission only through the site.
 There seems to be many common 
misconceptions among students, that 
turnitin will show that you plagiarized 
even if you did not, thus lowering your 
grade. However, this is false, most of the 
time teachers will only become suspicious 
when the percentage of plagiarism begins 
to linger around 20%. Therefore, students 
who know that they have submitted an 
original piece of work have nothing to 
worry about. Students will receive the 
grade that they truly deserve.
 Also, students find it a hassle to 
have to upload their paper to the internet, 
making it more time consuming, but 
having your paper saved electronically, 
there is less of a chance of the actual paper 
being lost or misplaced.
 Turnitin.com is being used more 
and more at MHS. Whether or not you 
enjoy using it, the website is not going to 
disappear; students and teachers are both 
going to have to get used to the many 
confusing and even sometimes frustrating 
features in order to comply with the 
demands of the 21st century classroom.
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MHS SPORTS
Ready to Run and Poke Fun

By: Stefanie Szot

 The cross country team, also 
known as D-Squad, is not just a group 
of talented students, but a unique team 
that has caught the attention of MHS. 
The team is led by MHS art teacher and 
head coach, Timothy Egan, who has been 
coaching cross country for 23 years. Egan 
says his goal for this year has already 
been accomplished. He wanted more 
people join the team and this year, they 
have 24 runners, many of them new. Egan 
also wants this group to have fun while 
participating in meets. The team has been 
doing well this season. Recently, runner 
Dan Linkinhoker placed 10th at the 
Windham Invitational, which he thanks 
his team for.
 Laura Commons says, “It’s the 
type of sport where you are encouraged to 
be the best you can be and to improve at 
your own pace.”No one is expected to join 
cross country and run under a ten minute 
mile right away. This leads to the team 
chemistry. Everyone knows, even noted 
runner Taylor LaVallie, that there are some 

days when you just don’t want to run. 
LaVallie says, “…but I can always count 
on D-Squad to put a smile on my face. It’s 
funny how such an individual sport can 
make a family.” Egan adds, “This is one 
of the more enjoyable seasons because of 
the personalities you are surrounded by.”
 This year, the group started 
something new and it has been getting 
some talk. Others might call them skits, but 
to the runners, they’re known as “attacks”. 
They are created by Linkinhoker, Neil 
Schneeberg, Chase Lewis and Kevin 
Fitzgerald. They started with a caveman 
attack on Meagan McAdams and 
continued, having four weddings (two 
Jewish weddings) and Abby McAdams’ 
“60th” birthday, complete with a birthday 
cake and candles.
 One might see cross country as 
another sport, but to Schneeberg and the 
rest of the team, “It’s not just a sport. It’s a 
way of life.”

The “D” Squad.           photo by: Alex Winakor

MHS Football   
By: Matt Hendrickson & Allison Kronk
 On Saturday, October 12, the 
Montville Indians’ football team won 
and increased their record to 3-2. They 
defeated Fitch High School, 65-26. 
Quarterback, Tyler Quidgeon was 10-11 
in passing attempts and threw for 230 
yards and three touchdowns. Quidgeon 
also ran the ball six times for 53 yards 
and a touchdown. Wide receiver, Buddy 
Dewaine, had five receptions with 186 
yards and two touchdowns. Running 
back, Jeremiah Crowley, rushed fourteen 
times for 81 yards and scored twice. 
Patrick Bogan, Chance Collier, Xavier 
Santiago, and Sean Peterson also scored. 
Nick Veillette kicked a 26 yard field goal 
and had 6 extra points. 
 Midway through the season the 
Indians continue to perform at a high level. 
In every game they won this season, they 
have scored at least 45 points. They have 
no problem utilizing their offense through 
the air with their starting quarterback, 
Quidgeon. Quidgeon has improved his 
arm and speed in the offseason, making 
him an even more powerful piece to the 
teams’ success.
 Montville’s running attack is 
just as explosive with senior Jeremiah 
Crowley, an all-state candidate, in the back 
field. He has shown just how good he can 
run by breaking the Eastern Connecticut 
Conference (ECC) and state record for 
the most rushing yards in a single game 
with 526 yards in a 49-37 win against 
Stonington. 
 The Montville football team 
dominated on October, 18th, bringing 
home the win for the schools homecoming 
game against Waterford with the final 
score of 41-37.
 Unfortunately, on the 25th, the 
boys lost to Killingly 26-21, but the 
school continues to support their football 
team in their journey to State Playoffs this 
year, and hopefully further for our seniors 
moving on to college next year.
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MHS SPORTS

By: Allison Kronk
 MHS sophomore Madison 
Birchall has been speeding to take on a 
thrilling hobby on Friday nights during 
the summer at Seekonk Speedway in 
Seekonk, MA. For the past three years, 
Birchall has been racing cars. “It seemed 
fun being able to drive at a younger age,” 
Birchall tells. Since Birchall is underage, 
she is required to have a special ID just 
for the track. When asked if she will be a 
‘crazy driver’ when she is legal to drive, 
she smiled and replied with, “Maybe.” 
 Her racing is not only a great 
passion but a way to help the young 
teenager know the dangers and limitations 
to a car. Being in control of a car and 
racing takes great responsibility and focus 
which will help her in the future.
 Birchall was inspired to start 
racing when her father started bringing 

The Drive to, well, Drive

her to the Waterford Speedbowl when she 
was younger, a tradition they continue. 
Her father encouraged her to get 
started and, after some hesitation 
from her mother, all agreed to the 
idea. Birchall made it far in the past 
three years, winning first place and 
second place twice in her division. 
This means Birchall was the top two 
out of an average 30 people ranging 
from 10 to 18 years of age. What 
many don’t know is the great amount 
of preparation that comes with racing. 
She must attend two practices before 
the race in order to know where she is 
in line, where she will be coming in, 
and how her car works on that track.
 The excitement and hard 
work doesn’t stop here for Birchall. 
She plans to continue racing 

throughout her high school experience 
and win more races along the way.

By: Meagan McAdams

 Washington’s football team, 
the Redskins, mascot and logo has been 
creating controversy. Some Native 
American groups feel that the term 
“redskin” is racist. Others think that the 
name represents the courage and strength 
of the Native Americans. 
 After the Redskins won the 
Super Bowl in 1992, fans boycotted their 
merchandise and protested that if the name 
wouldn’t change, then they should at least 
change their mascot to the redskin potato. 
Jack Kente Cooke, owner of the team at 
the time, responded saying, “There’s not 
a single, solitary jot, tittle, whit chance in 
the world that the Redskins will adopt a 
new nickname.” 
 Suzan Shown Harjo, a Native 
American woman, and her husband 
attended a Redskins game in Washington. 

Redskins changing their name?

Upset by what she saw, Harjo was inspired 
to put an end to all sports team’s American 
Indian names and mascots that can be seen 
as derogatory. As the owners of the team 
refused to change the name, president 
Obama made a comment, stating that if 
he were the owners he would change the 
name. Current owner of the team, Daniel 
Snyder, says he has no immediate plans to 
change the name. NFL officials scheduled 
a meeting for November 22, with Oneida 
Indian Nation, who strongly oppose the 
Redskin’s name. 
 In an interview with USA 
Today Sports, Snyder says “We’ll 
never change the name. It’s that simple. 
NEVER — you can use caps.” He wants 
the name to remain as it is for years to 
come. Native American groups have been 
upset with the name for years and are 

unsure why Snyder is intent on keeping it. 
Certain Native American groups think that 
the name is a racial slur and that it does 
not represent Native Americans correctly. 
Other groups believe that the teams name 
and logo show the strength and bravery of 
Native Americans. 
 Snyder recently wrote a letter 
to Redskin’s fans defending himself 
and his choice to keep the name. Native 

American groups are 
still pressing for 

him to change 
the name and 
the logo. 

     photo by: Kristen Lemieux
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ARTS AND CULTURE
Marching to their own Beat

By: Stefanie Szot

 If you go to the football games, 
you can hear the marching band’s spirit 
filled music no matter where you stand, 
whether it is during the game while 
cheering on the MHS football team or at 
their halftime performance accompanied 
by color guard. 
 The band is led by  Mr.Trevor 
Sindorf who also teaches concert band, 
jazz band, percussion ensemble and music 
theory. Every year, the band prepares a 
new theme and this fall they decided to be 
a mix of man and machine: cyborg. The 
songs they chose are Mr. Roboto by Styx, 
Mad World by Gary Jules and Paranoid 
Android by Radiohead. They start their 
routine off upbeat and but become darker 
towards the end when the color guards put 
their hoods up. 
 The band has three competitions 
this year. They have won first place at 
Fitch High School and more recently, 
at NFA, with captions for best guard, 
percussion, visual and overall effect.
 The band is full of hard working 

students who spend most of their time 
perfecting their music. They practice at 
the school every Tuesday and Thursday 
from 6:00 to 8:00 pm. The students don’t 
mind the amount of time they have to 
spend on marching band because they see 
the potential they have if they continue to 
push one another to be their best.
 When watching during half time, 
you probably notice MHS junior Kurt 
Stoodt. The official title he is given is 
drum major. He received this position 
by auditioning. He was picked for drum 
major because of his talent and dedication 
to music. His job is to, as he puts it, 
“Lead the band members to glory,” by 
conducting the band and keeping them 
in tempo. He also hopes the band can 
perform their best, which doesn’t mean 
just winning, but playing the music to the 
best of their ability. 
 Marching band is a group of 
MHS’s most devoted students and you 
won’t want to miss a single beat from 
them this year.

A-Capella Choir 
By: Ashley Kolasa
 Montville High School’s choir 
teacher,  Mr. Josh Cushing, conducts an 
after school choir called the A-Capella 
Group. This year is going to be Cushing’s 
fifth year leading A-Capella. Cushing 
says he wants to do more performances 
throughout the community and change 
the musical selection just a bit. “This 
year, I’m looking to do a balance of more 
independent music producers and classics 
like Motown.”
 The students who are in the 
program are excited for this year’s choir. 
“It’s going to be awesome,” says Tatiana 
Cloutier. “I think we are a big group of 
voices this year,” says Eleanor Page. “I’m 
very excited for what we will be able to 
achieve with such a talented group of 
people,” says Shaun Radgowski. Devin 
Andres added, “It’s starting out great, the 
atmosphere is always jolly and this year 
we have the potential to get through some 
great songs.” 
 These students are in the music 
program already. Cushing says, “Primarily 
you have to be in choir to audition, but if 
we need another bass or tenor we have 
exceptions within the music department.” 
After the auditions they start with the 
music. Is it difficult? Cloutier says,” It’s 
like the… level we work at best.” Page 
says,” I’d say that as long as you know 
how to read music, it’s fairly easy but it 
sounds amazing.” “We’re starting off 
easy to help train the new people,” adds 
Radgowski, “ but soon enough we will be 
getting into some complicated material.” 
Andrews says, “For me it is, but it is 
something you have to put 100 percent 
into, if you are will to do that it won’t be 
so hard. “
 A-Capella, as you might know, 
does have competions. Cushing hopes 
that this years choir makes it that far. “It’s 
a possibility this year; it depends on the 
level we get to.” 

Mr. Sindorf practices with the marching band.          photo by: Alex Winakor
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ARTS AND CULTURE

By: Marquesia Holts
 Lights! Camera! Action! Joan 
Miller does it all! Joan is a senior here at 
MHS. This fall she will be starring in the 
production Lend Me a Tenor, a comedy 
by Ken Ludwig. This, however, is not  
the only thing Joan does. Joan is a part 
of the academic decathlon team at MHS, 
serves as this year’s drama president, and 
participates in the A-Capella Choir led 
by Mr. Josh Cushing. This year, she was 
accepted into the Eastern Connecticut 
Symphony Chorus, the only remaining 
symphony chorus in Connecticut. With all 
Joan does already, she has recently added 
another activity to her busy schedule: she 
gives now voice lessons to a 9-year-old 
who will be auditioning for a role in the 
musical Les Misérables. Her passion is 
fueled with not just the drive to excel, but 
to help others excel as well.

Joan Miller’s Curtain Calling

 Last year, in addition to her other 
activities, she wrote a play and yet Joan 
has still managed to keep good marks, 
balance AP classes and stay active and 
involved in numerous extra-curriculars, 
being the student leader of some of them. 
But like her fellow senior classmates, her 
biggest concern is college. Joan hopes to 
attend Ithaca College in New York. She 
aspires to major in music and/or theatre. 
She also hopes to incorporate English into 
her profession. Joan says, “I like drama 
because it lets you experience what life 
is like for someone else. For the entire 
time that you are on the stage, you get 
to become someone else, and live their 
life. I support the arts because they are 
the common thread throughout all human 
cultures. We can all connect on a unique 
level that brings us all closer together, It 

reminds us that we are all the same.” 

By: Lacia Japp

 The field behind Dodd Stadium 
in Norwich has been overrun by knights, 
knaves, and a green dragon selling ice-
cream.  From September 21st to October 
20th, patrons dressed as peasants, 
pirates or princesses can meet actors 
depicting the court of King Henry VIII 
at the Connecticut Renaissance Faire and 
experience semi-historic entertainment.  
Shows are free from 10:30 am to 6pm on 
weekends, for the price of an admission 
ticket.
 Last weekend, young princes 
and pixies flocked to kid-friendly shows 
such as Trash or Treasure, a creative 
retelling of popular fairy tales, and Cirque 
de Sewer, an eye-catching display of 
acrobatic rats, while parents snickered 
over less PG-rated entertainment such as 
the Shakespearian comedy performed by 

Fall Fun – The Renaissance Fair comes to Norwich

the Vixens En Garde. Locals of all ages 
enjoyed watching the troupe of belly 
dancers balance swords on their heads and 
a group of German warriors demonstrate 
weapons such as the pike, the two-hander, 
and an early form of musket.
 “It’s not historically accurate,” 
one dissatisfied patron complained 
when viewing the mass of coke sipping 
T-shirts scattered among the audience 
otherwise costumed in garb. True, the 
actual Renaissance did not have LARPers 
(Live Action Role Play-ers) causing chaos 
with terrible Old English and giant foam 
swords called boffer weapons, but the 
authorities who run the Faire attempt to 
stick close to the time period.  Vendors 
must hide behind their booths to answer 
a cellphone (code named “pixie box”) or 
risk being fined.  Similarly, the hired cast 

must remain in character despite spilled 
drinks and digital photographers stalking 
them.  
 That being said, certain 
discrepancies have been exposed.  Patrons 
making purchases with a credit card see 
plaques announcing that the shop honors 
“Lady Visa, Lord Discover and the Master 
of the Card.”  Also, food vendors admit 
that the giant turkey legs are actually emu 
and the fried oreos are a modern snack.
 The Faire village has stages 
connected by lanes with vendor stalls 
and activity areas.  Lords and ladies stroll 
between the jousting field, food tents, and 
amongst the work of talented artisans.  
Visitors are encouraged to “Come look 
at Shiny Things,” and “Play Dress up.”  
“How fair thee?”or “Good Morrow!” are 
common greetings. 

     photo by: Kristen Lemieux
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OPINION
When is Enough, Enough?

By: Helena Sun

 After the familiar waves and 
smiles flood the hallways, the real work 
begins for many high school students. 
Some are bombarded with six hours 
of academics, and then have, perhaps, 
two hours of sports or extra-curricular 
activities. 
 In a poll of 25 MHS juniors and 
seniors, 12% get 5 hours of sleep, 36% 
get 6 hours, 36% get 7 hours and 12% get 
8 hours. Pediatricians recommend that 
students should have a minimum of eight 
hours of sleep. Junior Hanna Marchini 
says, “School is like my second home, as 
in, I’m here so much.” When Marchini is 
not completing homework for three of her 
Advanced Placement (AP) courses and 
other subjects, she plays varsity soccer. It 
is inevitable that managing time becomes 
a challenge. I find myself finishing history 
notes or doing pre-calculus rather than 
relishing in a novel or attending a Greek 
food festival. Some students in school are 
intent on receiving exemplary grades, but 
at what cost does that bring for the future? 

 High school is about exploring 
opportunities and discovering a passion. 
Rather than seeking knowledge and 
interests, some students seek good grades. 
Now, this would probably delight most 
teachers, but in the long run, those kids 
have not brought on “carpe diem”. 
 As a junior, I understand that 
this will probably be my most difficult 
year; sometimes the work put in for high 
school limits the opportunity to seek other 
interests because this may not hold true for 
freshmen or seniors. Junior Anna Zhuang 
says, “Homework takes at least four hours 
a day. I have to take quick showers and 
can’t even eat dinner in the dining room. 
Weekends are for homework too.” A good 
work ethic is a key to succeeding in life. 
 The need to ace every subject 
drains students. We may be lucky, 
though. Freshman Karishma Chouhan 
lived in India when she was younger. She 
recounts, “All we ever did was study, but 
it was pure memorization.” America offers 
opportunities other than strict academics.

Too Old to Trick or Treat?

By: Natalie Smith
As Halloween approaches, children decide 
who or what they want to dress up as and 
parents buy bags of candy to give out to 
children. But the question arises, what 
age should children stop trick or treating? 
Some say students should stop as early as 
the beginning of middle school, others say 
high school and some think you should 
never have to stop. I believe that it is 
appropriate to trick or treat in high school, 
especially in a town like Montville. With 
housing developments like the Montville 
Manor and the Oakdale Heights, students 
can stay safe and coexist with other 
children. Trick or treating is also a great 
way to spend time with friends that 
doesn’t cost a lot. 
If older kids are dressing up and are 
experiencing the fun of trick or treating, 
let them. What gives older kids a bad 
reputation, and is not acceptable, is when 
they go out just for the candy and not 
the experience. This is why many adults 
believe that high school students are 
too old to trick or treat. There are also 
students who have younger siblings and 
go with them.  High school students are 
still children, so they should be allowed to 
act like them and release their inner child. 
Take a look at the response for spirit week; 
high school students’ love dressing up and 
showing off their unique personality. Why 
not let them? That’s the reason why some 
never stop trick or treating but personally, 
I think that trick or treating in college is 
excessive. High school is a teenager’s 
last chance to be a kid before having to 
grow up and live on their own in college; 
students at this age should be able to have 
a fun, safe night out with their friends. 
After all, there is only one day out of the 
whole year that everyone can walk around 
town in outrageous costumes and collect 
free candy. So enjoy trick or treating while 
you can MHS students, you only have so 
much time left.

Students do homework in the libary            photo by: Alex Winakor
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OPINION

By: Dazhen
 Imagine that you are living your 
life in a prison, separated from your mother 
at birth. Your home is a cold, windowless 
hut, crowded with people and no sunlight 
or space to move around. Of course, you 
would be miserable, right? Well, we treat 
millions of animals this way, and even 
worse, just so we can go to McDonald’s 
and eat a hamburger whenever we want. 
  Last year, I saw a video on 
YouTube about how factories treat farm 
animals. Some men would hit cows on 
the head just to be cruel. Some chopped 
hundreds of live chickens’ heads off. All 
of these animals suffered pain and fear. 
Nobody wants animals to suffer, but 
when we eat them, we are reinforcing 
animal abuse. The simplest way a person 
can reduce the suffering of animals is to 
stop eating them. When I considered this 

The Pros of Vegetarianism

statement, I decided to stop eating meat. 
It has been eight months since I became 
a vegetarian, and I am happy with my 
decision. Now, when my family 
cooks meat, I eat noodles or rice with 
vegetables. At school I eat grinders 
with no meat, pizza, salads, yogurt 
and fruit. There are lots of foods 
that satisfy my hunger and provide 
the protein I need. Since I stopped 
eating meat, I have more energy and 
feel lighter. It’s hard to explain the 
difference, but I am happier in my life 
now.  
 You can reduce the amount of 
meat you eat if you substitute some 
meat in your diet with vegetables, 
black beans, lentils and pasta. Eating 
meat makes people gain weight and 
may cause heart disease. Most people 

don’t realize that factory meat is unclean 
and spreads food-borne illnesses, too, so 
being a vegetarian is a healthy choice.

By: Allison Kronk

 The environment of the classroom 
is impacted with the introduction of new 
technology. The problem that arises, 
however, is that some teachers are 
against the use of technology. They argue 
that it interferes with student- teacher 
communication and that eventually, if 
the technology begins to take over, there 
will be no need for a teacher at all in the 
classroom. On the other hand, there are 
countless websites and programs that can 
be used as more of an aid rather than a 
replacement. These programs can be 
used to help students on a more personal 
level when a teacher cannot be there for 
them one on one. This also opens a new 
world for teachers as well. Teachers often 
receive emails and communicate at home 
with students about issues that could be 
easily handled without their help. 

Technology Wired into Today’s Classrooms 

One positive aspect that many of the 
students and teachers agree about is 
the effective use of technology such as 
Smartboards. Smartboards can be used 
to play educational games to quiz the 
students on the lessons. This breaks up 
the monotony of the constant lecturing 
and endless amounts of notes that soon 
start to simply be regurgitated, rather than 
actually understood. These interactive 
quizzes help kids retain more information 
because it is now an enjoyable activity 
to them, and they are more likely to pay 
attention to be able to participate. 
 Another topic regarding 
technology in the classroom is the use 
of social media. The use of social media 
networking sites like Facebook and 
Twitter to communicate about work and 
ask the teacher questions can help kids 

who don’t usually raise their hands and 
interact in class become more engaged. 
In class, some kids experience pressure 
in the classroom when it comes to talking 
to the teacher and other students. Online, 
however, they might feel more comfortable 
asking questions, and possibly do better in 
school as a result.
  Children can learn to be more 
social and comfortable in classroom 
situations by knowing that they have talked 
to these same people online. Through this, 
a sense of confidence is gained. Students 
will then be able to improve their grades 
after having received help through the 
speedy communication of the social 
media world.

     photo by: Alex Winakor
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WORLD NEWS
Nine Days of Navratri

By: Riddhi Dave

 Luminous lights, traditional 
Hindu religious music and an array of 
colorful Indian outfits greeted families 
as they entered the Holiday Inn, where 
the Hindu Council hosted their annual 
Navratri Garba celebration. 
 Navratri means “nine nights” and 
the festival, which lasts nine days and 
nine nights, is held in honor of the Hindu 
Mother Goddess, Shakti. The festival is 
usually held near the end of September or 
beginning of October, depending on where 
the holiday falls in the lunar calendar. This 
year, the eleventh of October celebrated 
Navratri, with the pairing of two different 
dance styles: Garba and Dandiya Raas.  
 Garba involves dancing in 
choreographed routines with intricate 
hand movements around the Hindu 
Mother Goddess. In contrast, Dandiya 
Raas is dominated mostly by males who 
dance using colorful sticks in a sequenced 
fashion. The DJ blasted traditional music 
and people of all ages danced in a circle 
for hours on end. Women on the dance 

floor wore chaniya cholis, colorful blouses 
and skirts accessorized with traditional 
beads, shells and mirrors. Men dressed in 
colorful kurtas, a type of top, and paired 
them with embroidered scarves and pants.  
The sight was extraordinarily beautiful.
 Navratri is celebrated as the time 
Goddess Durga (Shakti) conquered the 
evil demon, Mahishasura, thereby saving 
the world from his vicious tyranny. It is 
said that Mahishasura was reigning terror 
over the world and none of the other gods 
were able to destroy him. Thus, they 
all approached Goddess Durga, Shakti, 
together and gave her all of their weapons. 
Armed with the most powerful weapons, 
she finally conquered the demon and 
ended his tyranny after fighting for nine 
straight nights. On the tenth day, Vijaya 
Dasami, the demon, was slaughtered.  
Therefore, Navarati is not the only time to 
celebrate Goddess Durga’s triumph over 
the evil demon, but also to celebrate a time 
to remove the evil from within ourselves.

Nina Davuluri Crowned 
Miss America
By: Riddhi Dave 
 September 15, 2013 was a proud 
day for many people because the first 
Indian-American woman was crowned 
Miss America. 
 Nina Davuluri, the 2014 Miss 
America, is a 24 year old from Fayetteville, 
New York and studied at the University 
of Michigan where she earned a degree 
in brain behavior and cognitive science. 
Davuluri plans on using the $50,000 she 
won to fulfill her dream of becoming a 
physician like her father. Because she 
is the winner, Davuluri will become 
the spokesperson for STEM (science, 
technology, engineering and mathematics) 
and will be working with the Department 
of Education. 
  After Davuluri was crowned, 
there was immediate media backlash 
against her victory. Twitter was filled with 
negative comments, not just at the pageant 
but at Davuluri. “The Arab wins Miss 
America,” and, “This is America, not 
India,” were some of the comments posted 
on social networks. The most frequently 
repeated tweet was “This is America,” 
which was used to say that woman of 
foreign decent do not deserve the honor of 
being crowned Miss. America. 
 Davuluri replied to the comments 
by saying, “I have to rise above that. 
I always viewed myself as first and 
foremost American.”
 In 1984, Vanessa Williams was the 
first African-American woman to become 
Miss America. The contest continued 
opening doors to others. Alexis Wineman 
was the first autistic contestant in 2013. In 
this year’s competition, Nicole Kelly was 
the first contestant missing a body part, 
her left forearm. Thankfully, gone are the 
days when blonde-haired, blue-eyed, all-
American women are the only contenders 
and the only role-models of beauty.

Women dance during the “Nine Nights” festival.             photo by: Helena Sun
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By: Ryan Turney
 Many would never imagine going 
back to high school after graduation,  
but some may actually become student 
teachers and later even go on to become 
full-time teachers. Now, three former 
students from Montville High School 
have decided to return to familiar 
grounds. These teachers are Mr. Lajoie 
(a student teacher), Mr. Stewart and 
Mr. Ouellette. Although the school has 
changed since they were students here, 
they have continued to remain a part of 
the Montville community.
 Mr. Ouellette, who graduated in 
2004, is an English teacher and is also a 
coach for the boys’ soccer team here at the 
high school. It has been some time since 
he has walked these hallways as a student, 
but he openly enjoys the atmosphere that 
still flows throughout this school. He 

Back to School

says, “The physical environment of the 
school has changed significantly…One 
of the biggest changes between when I 
was in school to now is the infiltration of 
technology.” Another noted change is the 
greater diversity of ethnicity within the 
student body. 
 Mr. Stewart, who also graduated 
from Montville in 2004, serves as a 
permanent substitute teacher for the high 
school. Mr. Stewart says, “We [Montville 
High School] have a great educational 
community and I’m proud to be a part of 
it.”
 Mrs. Brooks, English teacher 
to both Stewart and Ouelette when they 
were students, says, “It’s rewarding, as 
a teacher, to see your former students 
returning and following your footsteps.” 
     Mr. Lajoie, who graduated in 2006, 

is excited to be starting his career “back 
home.” 

By: Mallory Tassone

 For most students, the college 
application process is a daunting 
experience; perhaps the biggest step 
in their lives. Students scramble to put 
together the best portrait of themselves 
through the documents they provide in 
their application. They aim for the best 
possible academic grades and the most 
impressive SAT scores, often forgetting 
that college admissions counselors 
reviewing their applications look for more 
than outstanding scholastic records. The 
admissions teams at most colleges and 
universities look to admit the most well-
rounded, promising individuals to their 
institutions and the programs they offer.  
 In terms of a well-rounded 
individual, the admissions panel for 
colleges and universities look at a student’s 
involvement in not just their school, but 

Defining “Well-Rounded”

their community.  They look for a student 
who doesn’t just excel in academics but 
also in athletics or volunteer services. 
 Colleges and universities focus 
heavily on students’ involvement in their 
community, as it shows the students’ 
awareness of their surroundings and their 
ability to act selflessly to help others. 
This could include being a member of 
the local LEO club, boy scouts or girl 
scouts or other volunteer activities. Most 
admissions panels also look for a student 
to be well-rounded in the areas of athletics 
or other clubs and activities offered at 
their school.  
 Students who participate in 
athletics and clubs at school show the 
ability to balance their education and their 
athletics or clubs. 
 To a college admissions team, 

being well-rounded is more important 
than simply showing an impressive 
academic record that looks good on 
paper. According to Mark Crowther, Asst. 
Dir. of Admissions at Marlboro College 
in Vermont, “It’s especially important 
that prospective students demonstrate a 
consistent history of extracurricular and 
social involvement through community 
service. Students who not only participate 
in, but create groups, clubs, and events 
often exemplify self-motivation, self-
reliance, independent thought,and passion 
for learning. A rigorous course-load of 
college preparatory classes should include 
AP and honors classes, if offered.” See 
more at: http://www.collegebound.net/
content/article/admissions-office-q-
awhat-is-a-well-rounded-student-#sthash.
FsNfpOrm.dpuf 

     photo by: Alex Winakor
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No Longer Stripped of Spirit

By: Ryan Turney

 Spirit week is something that 
every student looks forward to at the start 
of the year; it energizes students to get 
involved with sports going on throughout 
the high school, as well as get in touch 
with school spirit along the way. This year 
spirit week was originally going to be 
only two days, but was increased to four 
days when the administration took student 
input into consideration. 
 Students came up with an idea 
that there should be a kickoff to the spirit 
week, and then negotiated this to having 
the ‘kickoff’ in the middle of the week 
on Wednesday after school. The kickoff 
would have been a bonfire on the practice 
football field, with free refreshments and 
games that would get students in the spirit 
for fall sports that occur here at the high 
school. This seemed like a great idea to 
many, but there was a concern that the 
ashes would collect on the track, which 
wouldn’t be safe. Students, with the help 
of staff, are looking forward to planning 
events like this for the future spirit weeks.

 One rumor that passed through 
the school when the spirit week was 
first shortened to two days was that 
the administration was fed up with the 
disregard to the dress code in past years. 
Even though it has been an issue in years 
past, the administration thought the 
student body did very well last year in 
staying true to the code while having an 
enjoyable spirit week. 
 These four spirit days are full 
of support for our teams and peers 
that unite the student body as one, to 
become a cohesive unit that shows just 
how Montville goes about things. Emily 
Dodson said, “Spirit week is important to 
me because it brings out a sense of pride 
and harmonizes the students and staff 
in a friendly manner.” It is for just these 
reasons that Spirit Week is important, 
it helps to tie the school to its principles 
of spirit and pride and enables Montville 
High to stay a collective and collaborative 
community.  

Aca-Deca
By: Karishma Chouhan and Staff Editor
 Academic Decathlon. Sounds like 
a complete nerd gathering, right? Wrong. 
Not only is it gold on college applications, 
but it also broadens one’s knowledge. Co-
advisor Mr. Ted Richmond says, “It’s an 
opportunity to challenge yourself against 
other students who are intelligent.” 
Academic Decathlon is a competition 
that has ten categories including math, 
economics, art, speech/social, and music. 
Students learn about each category in a 
certain time period until the competition 
in the spring. For each year, there is a 
different theme. 
 The topic that will be studied this 
year is World War I. Past topics included 
Russia, China, Lewis and Clark and more.   
While studying the topic, a specific book 
must be read from that time period. This 
year the novel is The Sun Also Rises by 
Ernest Hemingway. Requirements for 
the competition include: A four minute 
prepared speech in addition to a 90-second 
impromptu speech. An interview is also 
conducted. Students compete at the state 
level, with this year’s winning team going 
to nationals in Hawaii.
 This club highlights a student’s 
academic strengths. If a student is creative 
and loves art yet struggles with math, 
that’s okay. Students compete in different 
sections of the team based on grades 
(A, B, C). If a student has a straight-A 
average in all the core classes, he/she 
would compete with people of the same 
average. Maybe a student excels in music 
but lacks strength in core classes. That 
student would compete with people like 
him/her who are geniuses when put in 
the right environment. You can work this 
into your schedule; If you do sports you 
could come in before practice. Academic 
decathlon challenges the student to learn 
while employing skill sets needed in the 
future.

Seniors yell MHS!              photo by:Alex Winakor
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By: Helena Sun
 This year, MHS’s new literature 
(lit) magazine advisors, Wendy Halsey and 
Julie Perry, plan to spread the arts among 
students. Halsey and Perry envision 
Images, MHS’s lit magazine, to be mainly 
student-run. This group of students will 
be active in the upcoming Montville 
Arts Consortium, or MAC. MAC will 
encourage and inspire the passion and 
importance of the arts within the school.  
 The details are not exactly figured 
out, but advisors Halsey and Perry are 
determined to establish this council. One 
of their goals is to set up an official MAC 
website where students and staff may 
regularly check for event updates, browse 
through art and poetry and submit writing 
and art for Images. Halsey says, “We have 
to go digital.” A website will allow easy 
access for anyone to read other’s works 

Montville Arts Consortium and Images’ New Face

and leave comments.
 Halsey believes that with a 
stronger arts and culture environment, it 
“makes us better human beings. We can 
understand the human condition and be 
more open to each other.” Once the MAC 
is fully established, the group is looking 
to expand in cultural opportunities such 
as creating a poetry slam team, organize 
more open mic nights and become more 
involved in the arts community. Halsey 
believes the best ways to encourage 
writers and artists are time, opportunity 
and celebration. These three concepts also 
pose a challenge if one of them is limited. 
Limited opportunity, for example, will 
decrease a student’s chance to explore the 
arts. Perry thinks at first it may be difficult 
to raise awareness and build a community 
for the arts. Halsey believes that every 

school should have a lit magazine because 
it deepens cultural awareness.

By: Caitlin Marsh

 The decisions regarding the 
future after high school may seem endless, 
but for numerous seniors at MHS, the 
choice was clear: the military. However, 
this choice came with several years of 
thought, and carries meaning for each of 
the seniors enrolling. 
 Not only will the young men 
and women be leaving their homes 
and families, they will be leaving for 
an extended period, and going through 
months of training to become professional 
in their chosen branch or career. 
 On average only about 5% of 
Montville High School students enroll 
into the military each year, the highest 
being 6% in 2013. As you can see by 
this statistic, this is an extremely tough 
decision, and not one many students 
are willing to make. Therefore, when a 

Montville Students Join the Armed Forces

student finally does reach this decision, it 
makes it that much more special.
 When asked what first brought the 
military to his attention, Marc McGrath, 
MHS senior, said “My dad was part of the 
Navy, and it always seemed like a steady 
career.” McGrath has enlisted into the 
Navy, and leaves on July 10, 2014 to begin 
training as a nuclear engineer. McGrath 
will be attending boot camp in Illinois, 
and will move on to South Carolina to 
attend school. McGrath is excited to be 
serving his country, and is happy that he 
will not ever have to worry about having a 
stable job. 
 Chase Lewis, also an MHS 
senior, was asked what scared or excited 
him most about his chosen branch. 
Lewis responded, “What scares me the 
most is being unprepared and inevitably 

failing to meet the standard I’ve set for 
myself.” Lewis has enlisted in the Army 
as an infantryman. He leaves on July 
28, 2014 to go to Fort Benning, Georgia 
for basic training, infantry school and 
airborne school where he will learn to be 
a paratrooper by jumping out of planes. 
He will then attend a Ranger Selection 
Program to try and become a Special 
Operations Ranger. 
 Both Lewis and McGrath are 
prepared to be put to the test and become 
the person that they’ve always dreamed 
of being, by meeting their branches high 
standards.  According to Lewis, “It [the 
military] has really ever been the only 
option for me. I couldn’t see myself living 
any other life and it’s what I feel I would 
be best at.”

     photo by: Alex Winakor
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By: Natalie Smith
 The mystery teacher for last issue 
was Mr. Bornhoeft, a fairly new member 
of the technology department. This issue’s 
mystery teacher is fluent in Spanish yet 
took French in high school. He is interested 
in the Latino culture and sings songs from 
Central and South America. His favorite 
genre of music is bluegrass music and plays 
many different instruments such as banjo, 
guitar, trombone, mandolin, bagpipes and 
the charango; this is an instrument from 
Bolivia, traditionally made from a shell of 
an armadillo. He has performed at Toads 
Place in New Haven and is a member 
of the Waterford Community Band. At 
last year’s graduation, he led the faculty 
playing his bagpipes. 
 He always wanted to help people 
and started as an English teacher before 
advancing to his current profession here 

Guess the Teacher

at MHS.  He grew up in the Bronx and is 
an avid Yankees fan. He has coached both 
university and little league baseball. He 
enjoys telling stories. He tries to model 
himself after his dad who he looks up 
to and is his role model. He is married 
and has two grown boys. He built his 
own home as well as houses, made from 
cement, in Puerto Rico to replace slums. 
His time in Puerto Rico helped shape him 
as a person. Puerto Rico and college are 
where he became fluent in Spanish. 
 In his free time, he enjoys raising 
chickens and pigs, running and working 
out. He is reportedly seen at Planet 
Fitness. He has a black belt in karate and 
is quite strong. For three years, he served 
in the Peace Corps. He loves Montville, 
his job, the faculty and the students he 
works with.

By: Kevin Fitzgerald

 The Town of Montville prepares 
for its next round of elections on November 
5th with the Republican, Democratic and 
Independence for Montville parties all 
hoping to snatch important positions 
in Montville’s government. This year 
municipal elections for Board of 
Education and Town Council will be 
held. The Board of Education runs the 
Montville Public School System while 
the Montville Town Council works on the 
town’s budget and ordinances. In addition 
to these the Zoning Board of Appeals 
and Board of Assessment Appeals will 
both hold elections. The Zoning Board of 
Appeals reviews zoning ordinances while 
the Board of Assessment Appeals handles 
disputes between the Town Assessor and 
property owners over property values.
 The Town of Montville 

Montville Prepares for Municipal Elections

website has posted a sample ballot for 
the upcoming election with nineteen 
candidates for the Town Council, from 
which seven will be elected. There are 
nine candidates vying for five positions 
on the Board of Education. The Board 
of Assessment Appeals has three open 
positions in the coming election, two for 
the normal four year term and one spot to 
fill a two year vacancy. Each party may 
submit only one name for the Board of 
Assessment Appeals four-year positions 
and one name to fill the vacancy. Six 
candidates contend for two open positions 
on the Zoning Board of Appeals. 
 With the first Tuesday in 
November fast approaching countless 
candidates have set about positioning 
campaign signs on many roads and 
intersections throughout Montville. In 

addition to this, ‘mud-slinging’ has been 
used to promote party messages including 
a critical video posted on the Montville 
Republican Town Council website while 
Montville Democrats have posted a long 
list of campaign promises on their own 
website. 
 Montville voters can visit the tree 
voting sites which include the Town Hall 
Gymnasium, Mohegan Firehouse and Fair 
Oakes School. The Town of Montville 
Office of the Registrar has posted an 
index of streets and district boundaries to 
assist voters in finding the proper voting 
site. Montville may not face the massive 
national issues like those of the federal 
government, however, when voters head 
to the polls on November 5th, they shall be 
faced with important local issues.

Last issue’s teacher; Mr. Bornhoeft.
Photo by: Alex Winakor


